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Project Overview

• WSSU’s Target Infusion Project titled – Integrating Data Science into 
the Urban Studies & Sustainability Program seeks to expose 
undergraduate students interested in the field of Urban Studies & 
Sustainability to data science.  By combining urban studies and data 
science, we seek to engage students in new and innovative thinking 
and techniques that can harness the power of data to improve urban 
conditions around the globe.  Through the use of data, urban studies 
can help reshape the world’s cities into more sustainable places. 
• http://cdiwsnc.org/project/urban-studies-sustainability/
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Best Practices/Successes

• Infused data science content and knowledge into two existing urban studies 
and sustainability courses (IDS 2301 and GEO 4342) through the development 
of two modules/exercises for each course.
• Created a new course (Applied Urban Studies Lab) that combines the use of 

urban studies and sustainability data and data science techniques. 
• Established an Urban Studies and Sustainability Advisory Committee, made 

up of local and regional professionals in related fields, to provide input and 
help guide the creation of new courses and modules for existing courses. 
• Developed an Urban Studies Lab with new computers, environmental sensors, 

urban studies equipment, etc. to allow for hands-on learning and data 
collection. 
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Implications

• Hands on, urban studies driven 
data projects help students learn 
data science techniques and 
skills.
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Identified Gap(s) for Future Collaboration or Enhancement

Gaps/Problems
• COVID19 severely impacted our 

ability to work with the students 
in a hands-on lab environment.
• COVID19 brought to light the 

great discrepancies in access to 
technology and the internet 
across WSSU’s student 
population.

Future Collaboration
• Collaborate with newly 

established Center for Applied 
Data Science (CADS) at WSSU to 
develop additional course 
modules, student inspired 
research projects and 
colloquium. 
(https://www.wssu.edu/academics/colleg
es-and-departments/college-of-arts-
sciences-business-education/center-for-
applied-data-science/index.html)
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