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Project Overview

The mission of the Next Generation 
Multifunctional Composites Phase II 
Center is to develop synergistic and 
pioneering research based on 
multiscale and multifunctional 
composite materials and 
computational models that will also 
provide excellent educational and 
research training opportunities to 
traditionally underrepresented 
minority (URM) students in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) disciplines.
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Successes 

• Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates
• Summer 2020 Virtual REU

• May 26, 2020 to July 31, 2020
• Virtual laboratory activities,                        

group meetings and field trips  
• Weekly research seminars and     

workshops 
• Writing Assignments

• Pipeline to Graduate School
• REU participants express interest in        

applying to graduate programs.  
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Identified Gap(s) for Future Collaboration or Enhancement

Professional Development
• REU participants requested
• more workshops/seminars in 

technical writing;
• collaborative projects to enhance 

their learning experience; 
• activities to promote better 

interpersonal skills; and 
• access to more technology and 

laboratory equipment to conduct 
research.

Communication
• REU participants requested
• more structured introductory 

activities;
• enhanced feedback on assigned 

activities; and
• more communication within and 

across research groups.
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