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National Science Foundation
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GEO Vision
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To support groundbreaking
discoveries of the products and 
processes of the earth, ocean, and 
atmospheric systems from the past 
to the present and into the future 
for the benefit of citizens, decision-
makers, educators, and scientists.
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NSF Structure
Directorate for
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The Director, Office of Budget, Office of International Science & Engineering, 
Finance, & Award Management, etc.
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TIP: Opportunity spaces for GEO and Polar 
communities
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Industry

Undergraduate 
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Graduate 
Students

Postdoctoral 
scholars

Academic 
faculty

Government

Science     
related fields    

ST
EM

 C
ar

ee
rs

Research 
Experiences for
Undergraduates 
(REUs)

Graduate Research 
Fellowships 
(GRFPs) 

Postdoctoral Fellowships
Geosciences, Astronomy, 
Biology, Engineering, Math, 
Materials Science, Social, 
Behavioral and Economic 
Sciences

Core & special Programs,
opportunities to broaden participation

NSF and opportunities for different career stages
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Undergraduate
students

Graduate
students

Postdoctoral
scholars

Academic 
Faculty

Funding Opportunities:
Core solicitations
Special programs (GOLD-EN, CTGC, P4CLIMATE, etc.)
Major Research Instrumentation (MRI)
CAREER – pre-tenure Faculty
Mid Career Programs – post-tenure Faculty

Supplemental Funding (if you currently have a grant):
Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU)
GEO Research Experiences for Post-baccalaureate Students (GEO REPS)
Research Experience for Teachers (RET)
Veterans Education and Training (GEO VETS)
Research Opportunity Award (ROA)
INTERN program
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Is my proposal idea a good fit for 
the program?

I need clarification on specific 
program requirements or 
limitations.

What other programs at NSF 
might be appropriate for my 
research?

Can I volunteer as an ad hoc 
reviewer and/or panelist?

*Program Officer = Program Director = Program Manager

Contact the
Program
Directors!*
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Programs for Undergraduate & Graduate education
IUSE – Improving Undergraduate STEM Education – NSF 21-579
GEOPAths – NSF 22-555
IUSE Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI) Program – NSF 22-611
IUSE/Professional Formation of Engineers: Revolutionizing Engineering Departments – NSF 22-587

S-STEM – Scholarships in STEM – NSF 22-527
TCUP – Tribal Colleges and Universities Program – NSF 21-595
HBCU-UP – Historically Black Colleges and Universities Undergraduate Program – NSF 20-559
NSF Research Traineeship (NRT) Program – NSF 21-536

Programs for K-12 teacher training
Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program – NSF 21-578
IUSE – Improving Undergraduate STEM Education – NSF 21-579

Programs for Workforce development
ATE – Advanced Technological Education – NSF 21-598

Undergraduate
students

Graduate
students

Postdoctoral
scholars

Academic 
Faculty
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Proposal Types
• Rapid Response Research (RAPID) Proposal

• EArly-concept Grants for Exploratory Research (EAGER) Proposal

• Research Advanced by Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering (RAISE) Proposal

• Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities (FASED)

• Grant Opportunities for Academic Liaison with Industry (GOALI) Proposal

• Planning Grants Ideas Lab Proposal

• Travel Proposal Conference Proposals 

• Equipment Proposals Research Infrastructure Proposal

• Center Proposal
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