
2025 Emerging Researchers National (ERN)           

Conference in STEM Agenda  
 

 

 

Co-hosted by The National Science Foundation and the American Association for the Advancement of Science                                       

 

 

Friday, April 4th, 2025 

3:00pm - 9:00pm  Registration  

   Centennial Foyer 

 

1:00pm – 7:00pm  Exhibitor Setup  
Grand Hall  

 

4:00pm – 5:30pm Student Orientation  
   Regency VII Ballroom 

 

4:00pm – 5:45pm  Judge’s Orientation   
   The Joycelyn Wilson Room 

 

6:00pm – 8:00pm  Opening Plenary Session 1  
   and Dinner  

   Centennial Ballroom  

    

ERN Conference Opening: 

Dr. Iris R. Wagstaff, STEM 

Program Director, AAAS NSF PI 

and ERN Conference Lead  

  

AAAS Remarks and Emcee: Dr. 
Travis T. York, Director of CSEW, 

AAAS  

 

AAAS Welcome: Dr. Sudip 
Parikh, Chief Executive Officer, 

AAAS & Executive Publisher, 

Science Journals 

 

NSF Remarks  

 

Alumni Panel 
 

Moderator:  

Dr. Charles Ramey, II, Assistant 

Director Office of 

Undergraduate STEM Education, 

AAC&U  

Panelists: 

Carolina Colon, Graduate 

Interdisciplinary Research 

Fellow, Georgia Tech.  

 

Dr. Krystal Cunningham, 
Principal Materials and 

Processes Engineer, Raytheon 

Samuel Lum, Graduate Student, 

Engineer, Arizona State 

University 

Nichole Pompey, Owner/Lead 

Statistical Consultant, 

BioNumerics & Data Analyst, 

The University of Alabama 

Q&A 

 

Announcements 

Dr. Iris R. Wagstaff, STEM 

Program Director, AAAS NSF PI 

and ERN Conference Lead  

 

8:00pm - 10:00pm  Exhibits Session 1   
   Grand Hall  

   

 

Saturday, April 5th, 2025 

 

7:00am – 7:00pm  Registration   
   Centennial Foyer 

 

7:00am – 7:45am                   Poster Presentation Session  

                                                   1 & 2 Set-up  
Grand Hall 

 

7:00am – 7:45am                   Oral Presentation Session 

1 & 2 Set-up 

See Presentation Schedule 

      

7:00am – 6:30pm  Judge’s Room Open  

   The Joycelyn Wilson Room 

    

8:15am- 9:45am                     Networking Breakfast & 

Plenary Session 2  
Centennial Ballroom 

 

Welcome and Moderator:  
Shalin Jyotishi, Founder and 

Managing Director, Future of 

Work and Innovation Economy 

Initiative, New America 
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AI, Ethics and the Future of 
Work Panel 
 

Panelists:  

 

Dr. Serena Booth, Assistant 

Professor of Computer Science, 

Brown University Law and 

Society Fellow, Simons Institute, 

UC Berkeley 

 

Dr. Tyrone Grandison, Chief 

Technology Officer for 

Application Innovation, 

Infrastructure, and Security in 

the Global ISV and Digital 

Natives organization, Microsoft 

 

LaKisha Greenwade, CEO of 

Wearable Tech Ventures + AI 

Innovator 

 

Q&A 

 

Announcements 

Dr. Iris R. Wagstaff, STEM 

Program Director, AAAS NSF PI 

and ERN Conference Lead  

  

9:45am – 10:00am Break  
 

10:00am – 12:00pm Poster Presentations  
   Session 1 

   Grand Hall 

 

10:00am – 12:00pm Oral Presentations  
   Session 1  
   See Presentation Schedule 

 

10:00am –12:00pm Concurrent Workshops   
   Session 1  
   See Below  

 

10:00am – 11:00am  A. Internships/Scholarship/ 

Fellowships Panel 
   International Ballroom North  

   

B. Presenters for Advanced 
Computing for Data Science  

Embassy E 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00am – 11:30am C. Towards Effective 
Mentorship in STEM: Strategies 
for Fostering Growth & 
Development through 
Mentorship  

Piedmont 

 

12:15pm – 1:30pm Plenary Session 3   
   (Lunch)  
   Centennial Ballroom  

 

Welcome and Moderator:  
Dr. Shirley Malcom, Senior 

Advisor, AAAS & Director, SEA 

Change, CSEW, AAAS 

 

Keynote Presentation  
Dr. Vernon Morris, Professor of 

Chemistry and Environmental 

Sciences & Director of the School 

of Mathematical and Natural 

Sciences in the New College of 

Interdisciplinary arts and 

Sciences, Arizona State 

University 

 

Announcements 

Dr. Iris R. Wagstaff, STEM 

Program Director, AAAS NSF PI 

and ERN Conference Lead  

 

1:30pm– 4:00pm  Exhibits Session 2   
   Grand Hall 

 

4:00pm – 6:30pm  Poster Presentations  
   Session 2 

   Grand Hall 

 

4:00pm – 6:30pm  Oral Presentations  
   Session 2 

   See Presentation Schedule  

 

4:00pm – 6:30pm  Concurrent Workshops   
   Session 2  
   See Below  

 

4:00pm – 5:00pm  A. Thriving in STEM: Cultivating 
Resilience and Mental Health 
Wellness  

   Embassy F 
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B. Career-Life 
Balance/Integration: Making 
Intentional Choices to Support 
for Professional and Personal 
Life 

Embassy E 

 

C. Program Evaluation for your 
NSF Grants 

Piedmont 

 

5:15pm – 6:30pm  D. Biomedical Scientists (PhD) 
and Physician Scientists (MD-

PhD) Training Programs: 
Preparing and Applying 

   Embassy F 

   

E.  Funding your STEM 
Education: For Undergraduate 
and Graduate students  

Piedmont 

 

5:30pm – 6:30pm F. Careers in Forensic Science: 
Opportunities, Challenges, and 
Future Trend 

Embassy E 

 

5:30pm – 7:00pm  Student with Disabilities 
Working Group Pre-session*  

Embassy C 

 

6:30pm    Dinner on Your Own   
   

 

Sunday, April 6th, 2025  

    

Breakfast On Your Own   
   

7:30am – 2:00pm   Registration   
Centennial Foyer 

  

7:00am – 9:00pm  Judge’s Room Open  
The Joycelyn Wilson Room 

  

7:30am – 8:00am                   Poster Presentation  
Session 3 & 4 Set-up 

Grand Hall 

 

7:30am – 8:00am                   Oral Presentation Session 3 &  
4 Set-up 

See Presentation Schedule  

8:00am – 10:30am  Poster Presentations  
   Session 3  

   Grand Hall 

 

8:00am – 10:30am Oral Presentations  
   Session 3 

   See Presentation Schedule  

 

8:00am –10:30am  Concurrent Workshops  
   Session 3 

   See Below for Room Location:  

 

8:00am – 9:00am  A. Less is More: The Secrets to 
Complex Communication 

Hanover F 

  

B. Designing Your Premed 
Journey with Resources from 
the AAMC 

Embassy A  

 

C. Mentoring 101: Finding Your 
Mentors and Becoming a Great 
Mentee  

Inman   

 

8:00am – 9:15am  D. Bridge to Success: Navigating 
Your Path to Graduate School 
Hanover C  

 

9:15am – 10:15am  E. Thriving in STEM: Cultivating 
Resilience and Mental Health 
Wellness 

Embassy A 

  

F. Cultivating Inclusive 
Environments to Support 
Underrepresented Future STEM 
Faculty 

Inman  

 

9:15am – 10:30am G. AI Panel 
International Ballroom North 

 

H.  Funding your STEM 
Education: For Undergraduate 
and Graduate Students 

Hanover F   

 

9:30am – 10:30am I. Navigating the PhD Journey 
to the Phinishline: Strategies to 
Get Hooded  

Hanover C 
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9:00am – 12:30pm  Exhibits Session 3 

   Grand Hall 

    

9:00am – 4:00pm                   Professional STEM  
   Societies Working Group*  
   Embassy D 

 

9:00am – 4:00pm                   Students in STEM W/ 

   Disabilities Working Group*  

   Embassy C   

 

11:00am – 12:30pm  Poster Presentations 

   Session 4   
Grand Hall    

 

11:00am – 12:30pm Oral Presentations  
   Session 4  
   See Presentation Schedule 

 

12:30pm   Lunch on Your Own   
   

12:30pm   Exhibits Close 

Grand Hall 

 

12:30pm– 2:30pm  Judge’s Deliberation and 
Lunch*    

   The Joycelyn Wilson Room 

 

2:30pm – 4:00pm   ERN Advisory Board Meeting* 

   Marietta    

 

2:00pm – 5:30pm  Free Time for Tours   
or Special Meetings  

 

6:00pm– 9:00pm   Plenary Session 4 and  
   Awards Banquet  
   Centennial Ballroom 

 

Welcome and Moderator: 

Travis T. York, Director of CSEW, 

AAAS 

 

STEM Career Pathways and 
Opportunities Panel  
 

Panelists:  
Dr. Silvania da Silva Teixeira, 
Assistant Professor, Department 

of Pediatrics, Nutrition Section, 

University of Colorado Anschutz 

Medical Campus 

Dr. Sean Jones, Deputy 

Laboratory Director for Science 

and Technology, Argonne 

National Laboratory 

Beatris Mendez Gandacia, 
Founder, Nuevo Foundation & 

Program Manager, Microsoft 

 

Tokiwa Smith, Founder and 

Executive Director, SEM Link 

 

Q&A  
 

Tribute in Memoriam of  
Joycelyn Nicole Wilson:   

Patrice Gregory & Kayenda 

Johnson 

 

Presentation of ERN Student 
STEM Research Awards:  

 

Dr. Jonathan Lambright, Lead 

Judge, Professor, Engineering 

Technology, Savannah State 

University  

 

Dr. Patrick Dean, Assistant Lead 

Judge, Outreach & Career 

Development Office College of 

Science and Technology, 

Savannah State University  

 

Dr. Teresa Shakespeare, 
Assistant Lead Judge, Interim 

Dean, College of Sciences and 

Technology at Savannah State 

University 

 

Presentation of Conference 
Incentives  
ERN Conference Staff  

 

Closing Remarks  
Dr. Iris R. Wagstaff, STEM 

Program Director, AAAS NSF PI 

and ERN Conference Lead  

 


