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Dr. Karen Arcos is a Cognitive Scientist by training.
Karen earned her Ph.D. in Cognitive Neuroscience
and a Field Emphasis in Chicano/Latino Studies
from the University of California, Irvine, along with a
Bachelor’s in Psychology and a Spanish minor from
the University of Southern California. Karen has
accomplished feats such as earning state and
national funding to conduct scientific research
despite being totally blind. Most recently, Karen

managed outreach at Braille Institute Library.

Karen is grateful for the professional growth she has experienced as a
result of attending two ERN conferences thus far. Through participating
in the Students in STEM With Disabilities Working Group, Karen has
learned about different ways professionals in STEM fields contribute to
the disability community through developing mobility apps, for example.
She is also grateful to have exchanged experiences with rising, early-
career, and senior scientists at ERN who have welcomed her into a
supportive community of diverse STEM professionals, including those
with disabilities. Karen is currently on the job market in search of a
science and/or educational policy position in which she hopes she may
give back to others. During her free time, Karen enjoys reading mysteries,
spending time with family and friends, and hiking.




